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homely truth that one cannot lean upon something
which gives no resistance, and so voluntarily deprived
himself of a collaborator quite as strongly opposed as he
himself was to the Korean adventure, and who would
not have hesitated to fight it in the most vigorous
manner, instead of following Count LamsdorS's stupid
doctrine of passive obedience to the will of the Sovereign.
I am not sure if I have succeeded in tracing, as I
planned, sine ira et studio, the portrait of Count Witts.
His character was most complex, made up as it was of
qualities which reached a veritable grandeur, mingled
with others of surprising weakness ; but, take him all
in all, it would be difficult to define him in better words
than those which Shakespeare put into the mouth of
Antony when eulogizing Brutus:

"... the elements

So mixed in Him, that Nature might stand up
And say to all the world, This was a man."

Turning now from Count Witte to Count Lams-
dorff, Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1900 to 1906,
one cannot help being impressed by the absolute con-
trast between the two men, which, however, never
interfered with their close personal friendship and their
intimate political relations. In contradistinction to the
rough, unpolished man of genius, Count Lamsdorflf
was a type of the most finished courtier; brought up,
one might say, on the steps of the throne, he had in-
herited, from several generations of high functionaries at
the Imperial Court, the manners and ideas of another
age, quite out of date even in the artificial environment
of Nicholas II. He was a little man, extremely young-
looking for his age, with light reddish hair and diminu-